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art hera

1 June 2008

cets and bl

This last week has been an interesting one for observers of how climate change Is

covered In the media and online. On Wednesday an interesting paper (Thomposon et al
was published in Maiwre, pointing to a clear artifact in the sea suiface temperatures in
1945 and associating it with the changing mix of fieets and measurement technigues at
the end of World War Il. The mainstream rmedia by and large got the story right - puzzling
anomaly traclked down, corrections in progress after a little scientific detective work,
consecUences minor - even though a few headline writers got a little camed away in
equating a speciic dip in 1245 ocean temperatures with the more gentie 1240319703
cooling that IS seen In the |land measurements. However, some blog commentaries have
gone completely overboard on the implications of this study in ways that are very
reveallng of their undertying blases

The best commentary came from John Niglsen-Gammon's new bloo where he described
wvery clearly how the uncertainties in data - both the knosn unknowns and unknown
unknowns - get handied |n practice (read that and then come back). Stost, gquite sensibly,
suggested that it's 3 bit eary to be expressing an opinion on what it all means. But
patience Is not one of the blogosphere's vitues and so there was no shortage of people
extrapolating wildly to support thesr pet hobbyhorses. This in itself is not so unusual;
despite much advice to the contrary, people (the media and bloggers) tend (o weight new
individual papers that make the news far more highly than the balance of evidence that
really underlies assessmeants like the IPCC. But In this case, the addition of a little
knowledge made the usual extravagances a little more scientific-looking and has glhven it
some extra steam

24 May 2008
Freeman Dyson's se¢lective vision
Fied under & — clavid &

T

M S

In the New York Review of Books, Freeman Dyson reviews two recent ones about global
warming, but | view is mostly shaped by his own rather selective vision

1. Carbon emissions are hol a problem because in a few years genelic enginears will
cevelop "carbon-ealing trees” hal will sequester carbon in sois, Ah, the famed Dyson
wvision thing, this is what we came for. The seasonal cyci2 in atmospheric CO2 shows that
the lifetime of a CO2 molecule in the air before It Is exchanged with another in the land
biosphere is about 12 years. Therefore if the trees could simply be persuaded to drop
diamonds instead of leaves, repairing the damage to the atmosphere could De rast, |
suppose. The problem here, unrecognized by Dyson, IS that the business-as-usual he's
defending wolld release almost 35 much carbon 1o the air bv the end of the century as
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W Livrez-vous ®
au cyberli
0\

LAgence Sciehce-Presse est la seule

agence de presse sclentifigue de langue
frangaise dans je monde, Elle aliments
dautres médias en information depuis 1975,
Elle est la pour expliquer, synthétiser,
analyser, viiganser la sclénce, avec uh
regard curel et critique. Une visite
hebdomadaire sur le site de 'ASP, cest
sexposer 8 une bonne dose de nouvelles
scientifigques captivantes ot fascinartes. Des
nouvelles internationales et québecoises
vous sont proposées chagque semaine en plus
des revues de presse specialisées el de
nombrelses ressources en lgne.

Pour des mifilers de gens, fe aite \Web de
FASP est desorrmais le portall de la sclence
en francals sur internet! '

NN;

" Sur les traces d'Einstein

Niels Bohr : un géant de la
physigque {premiére partie)
Accéder

Conférence ce soir : L'arrivée
printaniére des oiseaux au mont
Royal Acceder

" geénstique 3 cuiture
L'ADN en questions Histoires de science
e® [

OGM : Solution & la crise L'extraterrestre mon frére (1)
alimentaire ? Accédsr Accéder

- astronomie R controverse
AL* dela du 7° ciel La.science sceptique
@ @
ET et I'accordeur de piano (1) Discutez avec notre expert

Accéder Benoit Dupont!

Acceéder

CW LALINS AL
sciences de la terre = économie
Le business de la science

Le globe sous la loupe
( T [

Est-ce que science et politique
font bon ménage ? Acceder

Le ¥Vieux Fossile - Paleomania
Accedsr

debrouillarde

L, LIS

2 faune et flore
La science a poils

e° o*

J'al ma route d'écoute de Les Bushmen, un peuple
grenouilles, et vous? Accéder d’Afrique a découvrir Accéder
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